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UT) ss” Sue kk, 
The Honorable ’ | 
The Secretary of State . ? = ! 
e jae 4 his : 


Re; Dickstein, et al. v. The Fluor Corporation, Ltd.’ 


Dear Mr. Secretary: 


A suit has been instituted in the United States District Court ‘for 
the southarn Bistrict of New York, by Sidney Di¢kstein, David I. Shapiro 
and Harold Friedman, attorneys, arsinst The Fltor Corporation, Ltd., a 
cost—plus-a~-fixed-fee contractor with the United States for construction 
work in Saudi Arabia. The plaintiffs seek to recover damages for an 
alleged libel published by the defendant at the job site at Dhahran, 
Saudi Arabia. 


~} 
C 
The ajlegedly libelous material was written by an officer of the GU, 
Corps of Engineers and published in a camp paper issued by the defend- ; 
amt. This paper was authorized by the Corps of Engineers and the defend- ° 
ant was reimbursed by the United States under the cost-—plus—a-fixed-fee 0! 
contract for the expenses incurred in its publication. Accordingly, i 


O) 
there is reason to believe that the United States will be obliged to ee R3 


reimburse the defendant for any judgment the plaintiffs may recover in [7 = 
this suit. (9 — 


During discussions with an assistant in the office of the United \ 
States Attorney far the Southern District of New York, who is represent- sinks 
ing the defendant in this suit, the question was raised as to whether f 
the courts of Saudi Arabia would entertain a suit by the plaintiffs and ty 
award them a judgment for money damages if this suit had been instituted 
in that country. It is believed that the plaintiffs may not be able to 
recover in their suit in the United States District Court if the tort of 
libel, as known in the United States, is not cognizable as the basis for 
recovery by the agrieved person in a civil suit far money damages in 
Saudi Arabia. oS '. 


r 
Efforts by this office to ascertain the law of Saudi Arabia with 5d 
regard to this question have been unsuccessful. The problem has been’ 
informally discussed with representatives of the Library of Congress who 
reported that they were unable to state definitely what the law is in 
Saudi Arabia, although they indicated that the likelihood of a private 
citizen being able to sue on an alleged libel in Saudi Arabia, is remote. 
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Representatives of your Department, in informal conversations wi th 
this office, have indicated that it may be possible for the United States 
Embassy at Jidda to obtain from the Government of Saudi Arabia or from 
other expert gources an opinion concerning the applicable law in Saudi 
Arabia. » 


It is requested, therefore, that the United States Ambassador to the 
Government of Saudi Arabia, be requested to obtain from the Government cf 
Saudi Arabia, or from another expert source a statement as to whether a 
private citizen may maintein a civil suit for money damages for libel in 
the courts of Saudi Arabia. In the event the answer to this question is 
in the affirmative, it is requested that another and separate statement 
be obtained stating the elements that mst be proved to enable the pri- 
vate citizen to recover a money judgment in such suit. It is requested 
also that the statement or statements be under appropriate seal of the 
Government of Saudi Arabia and in a form that would permit introduction 
in evidence in the United States District Court. 


Sincerely yours, 


GEORGE W. HICKMAN, JR. 
Brigadier General, USA 
Assistant Judge Advocate General 


wee M, Sow 88, 


AMES W. coe cae 


enant Colonel, JAGC 
Acti Arhief, Id tigation Division 
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TO DHAHRA ! and JIDDA. 




























The Office of the Judge Advocate General, Department of the Army, 
has advised the Department by letter, a copy of which is attached, of 
the institution of a suit in the United States District Court for. the,, 
Southern District of New York involving an alleged libel published by 
the defendant, the Fluor Corporation, Ltd., at the site of a cdns trucy, 
tion job at Dhahran. 


CN 
The letter requests Departmental assistance in obtaining the aN 


answer to the legal question of whether the law of Saudi Arabia Nn) 
recognizes as the basis for recovery of damages in a civil suit, the ~_ 
tort of libel as known in the United States, and if so what elements _. 
must be proved for recovery. It has asked that the questions be a 
raised with the Government of Saudi Arabia or obtained from some other 
expert source. It is, therefore, requested that the Embassy communi-,;, 
cate with the Saudi Arabian Government with respect to the general (yp 
laws of Saudi Arabia concerning this matter and that Dhahran comment (nm 
on the practice in the eastern province and also seek the views of 

the Government Relations and Legal sections of ARAMCO in Dhahran. It 
is understood that files of laws are kept by ARAMCO and that personnel 
there are familiar with Islamic law. 


t 


Since the Army contemplates that any information received may be 
used as evidence in court, it has accordingly asked that the statements 
of the Government be under appropriate governmental seal with an 
attestation showing the official position of the person rendering the 
opinion. With respect to the views of ARAMCO, it is suggested that 
they be transmitted with the Embassy's certification of signature and 
attestation of the position held by the rendering party or parties. 


=~ 
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SUBIECT: Law of Libel in Sandi Arabia CE AR 


OF STATE 4 | 


In accordance with the request made in the referenced instruction, the |S | 
Imbassy has attempted to obtain the answer to the legal question as to whether the 
law of Saudi Arabia recognizes, as the basis for recovery of damages in a civil ~ 

QO 

0) 

> 


suit, the tort of libel as known in American laWe 


As the Department is no doubt aware, the Shariah, or Holy Law of Islam, is 
applied in Saudi Arabia. In matters involving this law it is the Embassy's 
practice to lean on the advice of its experienced Arab Consultant, Muhammad Effendi Ol 
Massoud, himself a Saudi Muslim, who has now ably served this mission for thirteen qy 


yearse N 
~ 


Muhammad Effendi explains that although, under Islamic law, there is provision os 
for criminal punishment with respect to defamation by Libel or slander, there is N) 
none for civil liability; also that defamation is ordinarily dealt with in Saudi ‘ 
Arabia by the administering of eighty lashes or less, provided the injured party W 
is able to produce two witnessess acceptable to the Shariah court hearing the ol 
case and is then able to make out a case of injury satisfactory to the court. ol 


The Embassy assumes that the Department has consulted lr. llerbert Liebesny, 
of DRN/NEB, on this matter. 


For the Ambassador 


find. ee ae 


Alfred Jenkins 
Counselor a." Embassy 
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Opinion on Law of Libel in Saudi Arabia \ 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
ae 


dn Complience with the instructions under reverence, the Consulate General 
asked the Governnent itelations and Leyal vepartments of AiwALCO for tueir views on 
the law of libel] in Saudi arabia, lr. Jonni. Curry, Jr., Counsel, re;lied in 
briel letter as follows: 


'Merbal abuse is « Cowon cause of ction in Saudi Arabia, but we 
have mo Knowledpe of actions for libel ind slander. wor do we k::ow of any 
statutory or Islamic ;rovisions coverimny such actions, except in thu case 
of charges of adultery. This ts not to say that there is none, but 
further inquiries, if any, should be addressed, I su;y;est, to the con- 
petent autnorities." 


The oripyinal of the letter, accammanied by the Consulate Ueneral's certifl- 
cation of Lr. Curry's signature and attestation of tne ; osition he holds, is for- 
warded as Enclosure 1. 


The Consuiate General has no basis for comuenting on the saw or ;ructice in 
tue sastern Province concerning the tort of libel. ar. Curry injuired imtornally 


of the Chief adi (religious judje) of Dhahran, putting, it us a hypotnetical ques- 






SGO¢c-cls cee’ VOSBL 


tion, whether he would be willin, to sive an opinion on 4 matter such as tnis which, 


is before the U.S. courts, He said he wouid be hajpy to assist if a re uest was 
forwarded to nim tnrouyl tne Governor of the astern Province, 


Kr. Curry suppested that a more authoritative opinion nuigut be obtained rrom 


the tufti of Saudi Arabia in Riyadh, Presumably sucnu an opinion should be soupht, 


if it is considered desirable, by the imubassy in Jiuda tnrough the appropriate 
branch of the central povernment,. 


If the Department or the imbassuy wisnes the Consulate General tv rejuest au 
opinion from the local Wadi, it is requestea tuat tne Arabic text of the inquiry 
be drawn up by @ competent translator either in wasmiiy,ton or mubassy Jiuda. The 
Consulate General does not have a fully «ualified translator competent to under- 
take this task. Wo further action on tne referenced instructions is conlemplated 






unless additional instructions are received. fi ‘ / , 
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